
ASSAB 2009 Annual General Meeting

Agenda

1. Opening of the meeting

The meeting was opened by Greg Johnson (in the chair) at 14:05 on April 17th 2009

2. Apologies

Kevin Stafford

3. Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes were previously distributed and displayed on screen for members to read. 

a. Moved by Culum Brown seconded by Ed Minot that the minutes be accepted. Motion passed

4. Business arising from minutes

a. none

5. Election of office bearers

a. Secretary

i. Mariella Herberstein nominated by Greg Holwell, Ed Minot second. Motion passed. 

b. Treasurer

i. Andy Barron nominated by Mariella Herberstein this was seconded by Ed Minot. Motion passed.

c. Public officer

i. Jan Hemmi nominated by Mary Whitehouse, seconded by Ed Minot. Motion passed.

d. Councillors

i. Raoul Mulder and Matt Symonds nominated by Mariella Herberstein, seconded by Diane Brunton

ii. Mary Whitehouse nominated by Jan Hemmi, seconded by Ed Minot

iii. Ngaio Beausoleil nominated by Andy Barron, seconded by Jochen Zeil

iv. Matt Bulbert nominated by Mary Whitehouse, seconded by Ed Minot

v. Culum Brown nominated by Jochen Zeil, seconded by Ed Minot

vi. Phil Taylor nominated by Ed Minot, seconded by Diane Brunton

vii. All motions were passed!

 A discussion followed about the importance of councillors and web master in directing society activities (workshops, etc).

Greg Johnson thanked past and continuing committee members and welcomed new committee members. 

6. Treasurers report (Andy Barron)

The Auditor confirmed society’s legal status

a. Current funds

At end of 2008, total asset: 


$29,678.64
Term deposit is locked in for some time 
$14,613.76
Checking account earns no money 

$2,145.52
High interest savings account


$12,919.36
In 2008 the society made almost $3000 profit. Most income is from memberships but subscription and conferences balance each other out. Culum Brown suggested moving more money into term deposit to take advantage of interest. 

b. Membership

Membership had fluctuated over the years: 

2006 – 181; 2007 – 152; 2008 – 101; 2009 – 51 but the conference registration are still to come. The membership trend is downwards, and may require a major recruitment drive.

A discussion ensued about what the society can do to increase and maintain membership. 

It was discussed if the society could offer travel to postgraduate students to attend travel. This would of course be tied to membership. It was suggested that such a travel grant could also be used for other conferences other than the annual ASSAB conference or for a research grant. Every applicant would have to be a member. 

If the society establishes these research grants, then the grant needs to be listed by university search engines. The primary network for advertising these grants would be the current membership database. 

Greg Johnson suggested that members of the executive should contact all behavioural colleagues and tell them about ASSAB and the advantage of being a member. 

Raoul Mulder & Jochen Zeil put forward the motion that we put in place already this year: Society puts $5000 towards small research and travel grants for graduate students for 2009. Council to decide on the details. Ximena Nelson seconded the motion, and all were in favour.

Action point:

The council is to consult and develop the details for the ASSAB grants in 2009.

Andy Barron explained about the journal subscription for members for Animal Behaviour. 

Ngaio Beausoleil asks if we get sponsorships from other bodies? Mary Whitehouse is looking into the cotton CRC to sponsor student travel. 

Kate Barry stated it is important to have prizes for best poster and seminar.

Action point: 

Council to discuss ways of structuring prizes similar to ISBE or Genetics society.

7. General Business

a. Location for the next ASSAB conference

i. The 2010 ASSAB conference will be in Narrabri and hosted by Mary Whitehouse. Mary Whitehouse will create web presence and create flyers. She will also investigate child care facilities. Dates: 6-10 April 2010. 6pm on Tuesday until Saturday night. A discussion ensued about targeting Universities in Australia and New Zealand that have traditional low showing. 

b. Lobbying for the ERA (Excellence in Research for Australia) framework

Jochen Zeil explained that in Australia applicants have to nominate codes of fields of research (FOR). He and L. Rogers suggest that society should have more input on those codes and how they are formed and in what detail they are. He suggested that the council contact the ARC and lobby for certain inclusion to research areas. 

Action point:

Council to contact members with suggestion regarding fields of research codes and depending on feedback lobby the ARC. 

c.
ERA journal ranks

Jochen Zeil also explained that in the current list of ERA journal rankings only Ethology ranked as A* so society needs to lobby journals. 

Action point:

Councils to communicate to society members and use feedback to generate journal rankings and communicate to ARC

c. Conference profile

A discussion started on how we can increase the profile of the conference. One way would be through student support and grants. Mary Whitehouse also has ideas for workshops etc. 

d. Conference timing

The question was asked whether we happy with the traditional timing for the conference (around Easter)? Jan Hemmi has some feedback from other behaviourally minded researchers at ANU that timing is not ideal. This might be the reason why ANU does not attend. Dianne Brunton suggests right before classes start in February, or July. Another suggestion was after the exam period in December?

Action point:

Council to communicating with members and float alternative dates – council to put together a list of alternative dates. 

e. Enthusiastic thanks for the conference organisers

i. All agree it was a bloody good conference!

f. Ideas for next conference – Greg Johnson could host the 2011 at Flinders, Ximena Nelson will investigate if Canterbury is a possibility. 

The meeting closed at 2:58pm. 


