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Dear ASSAB Members, 
 
Message from ASSAB President 
 
After a good summer break I trust you are rearing to go in 2015 which will be a rather special year for 
ASSAB and the field of animal behaviour in Australia.   
 
In addition to the normal activities facilitated and advertised by ASSAB indicated on the ASSAB website and 
via ASSAB emails, as most of you will probably know, Behaviour 2015 will take place in Cairns, 9-14 August.  
Behaviour 2015 (http://www.behaviour2015.org)  is a joint meeting of ASSAB, International Ethological 
Congress (IEC), and Australasian Evolution Society (AES).   
 
This is the first time for over 30 years that the International Ethological Congress will be in Australia. The 
last time was in 1983, in Brisbane.  We understand Sir Joh did not attend, although there was much 
interesting human behaviour in his cabinet which was to be closely studied later in the Fitzgerald Inquiry  
 
So reminders of things to do: 

• Submit your abstract for Behaviour 2015 by 15 March! 
• Please renew your membership of ASSAB.  To do this, simply go to the ASSAB website 

http://www.assab.org/membership/  ASSAB needs you, and you and your colleagues benefit from 
the ASSAB community, prizes, grants and conferences that we organize.   
 

ASSAB is the premier organisation for the scientific study of Animal Behaviour in the southern hemisphere.  
We have a strong and growing membership creating a dynamic community of engaged scientists.  Our 
ASSAB annual meetings are vibrant gatherings of high quality science, with numerous contributions from 
young researchers, and memorable international and national plenary speakers; we also have the ASSAB 
Annual Public lecture, plus student grants, and prizes for best student talks and student posters.   
 
ASSAB meetings are also great social events and many a hypothesis has been invented, refined and 
perfected in the bar or restaurant during these meeting (and then occasionally later forgotten…).  For many 
of us, the ASSAB meeting is a highpoint of the year.  It certainly is for me.  This year promises to be a terrific 
one.  At the early stage of planning of Behaviour 2015, the board of ASSAB decided to merge our meeting 
with it as there were multiple benefits for our members.  There are a range of wonderful symposia, many 
organised by ASSAB members.  The ASSAB Public Lecture will be occurring, and it will be a terrific 
opportunity to engage with overseas scientists.  So I do encourage you to attend Behaviour 2015, and to 
promote the meeting to your colleagues, and students.   

 
Look forward to seeing you at Behaviour 2015! 
 
Regards and best wishes, 
 

 
 
Professor Andy Bennett   ASSAB President 
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