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LATE PROGRAMME CHANGE 

The following paper will replace that scheduled for Session 7, Tuesday 16 February, 
am: 

Hughes 
Department of Psychology, University of Canterbury . 

motivation of exploratory behaviour: Why do animals spontaneously alternate?' 

Abstract: 
Using spontaneous alternation behaviour as a simple example of an exploratory 
response, some of the functions of and motives for exploratory behaviour In animals 
will be discussed. The possibly Inappropriate Interpretation of spontaneous 
alternation within a foraging framework will be mentioned along with the distinction 
between extrinsically and Intrinsically motivated exploration. The to Indentlfy the 
Influence of extrinsic motives (other than most obvious) In examples of seemingly 
Intrinsic exploration will be highlighted by referring to some earlier research on 
spontaneous alternation in hamsters. Ukewlse, reasons for apparent novelty-
avoidance will be discussed by drawing on a possible example of Inadvertent 
reinforcement for choice repetition (rather than alternation) in bantam fowls and 
pigeons. 


